
 

 

5th ANNUAL INTERDISCIPLINARY PEDIATRIC  
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH RESEARCH CONFERENCE  
Exploring New Research Directions  
 
Jointly sponsored by the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Marquette University  
 
Friday, February 24, 2012  
7:30 a.m. — 3:50 p.m.  
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 10499 Innovation Drive, Wauwatosa, WI  
 
Purpose  
This conference is designed to provide an exciting interdisciplinary forum for behavioral health scientists 
and graduate students to learn cutting-edge research and shape the future of pediatric behavioral health 
research in Southeastern Wisconsin.  
 
Target audience  
Behavioral scientists, graduate students, and people in training in the Milwaukee Metro area in the fields of:  
● Psychology   ● Counseling   ● Nursing   ● Allied health  
● Social work   ● Medicine   ● Public health  
 
Learning objectives  
At the end of this conference, participants will be able to:  

 Describe the theory and evidence to support the use of children's self reports about their health and 
compare and contrast domain specific and disease specific approaches in measuring.  

 Explore the concepts, steps and options for use and access to the PROMIS Assessment Center for 
individualized research activities.  

 Identify emerging knowledge in selected pediatric research areas:  
o Statistics  
o Intersection of mental and physical health  
o Patient reported outcomes  
o Quality of life 
o  Acute healthcare settings  

 
 

Keynote Speaker 
Christopher B. Forrest, MD, PhD 
Professor of Pediatrics 
The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia 

 



 

Conference Schedule 

7:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:00 a.m. Welcome Address – Ellis Avner, MD 
 
8:15 — 
9:30 a.m.  Keynote Address with Christopher B. Forrest, MD, PhD 
  Voices of Children: The Scientific Basis of Children’s Self-Reported Health  
 
9:30 — 
9:45 a.m. Break / Poster Session 
 
9:45 — 
11:15 a.m.  Breakout Sessions (Presenter listed only. Please see abstract for a complete list of authors.) 
 
  Statistics  

 The Next Research Frontier - Practical Strategies to Address Common Analysis 
Challenges in Behavioral Research 

Pippa Simpson, PhD & Ray Hoffmann, PhD 
 

  Intersection of Mental & Physical Health  

 Psychosocial Functioning in Aplastic Anemia Patients Undergoing a 
Hematopoietic Cell Transplant 

Heather Christiansen, Psy.D 

 Family Mental and Physical Illness: A Challenge Among Adolescents with Type 1 
Diabetes Mellitus 

Alison Heinen 

 Behavior Clinic: Treatment Outcomes in a Home-Based Mental Health Program 
for Toddlers and Preschooler 

Robert Fox, PhD 
 

  Patient Reported Outcomes   

 Adolescent Experiences After Violent Injury 
Rebekah Angove, BA 

 Multidisciplinary Pediatric Post-Concussion Clinic Feasibility 
Jennifer Apps, PhD & Kevin Walter, MD 

 Caring for Children with Sickle Cell Disease 
Julie Panepinto, MD, MSPH 

 
11:15 — 
11:45 a.m. Break / Poster Session 
 
 
11:45 — 
12:30 p.m. Lunch 



 
 
12:30 —  
12:45 p.m. Break / Poster Session 
 
12:45 — 
1:45 p.m.     Easily Accessible, Cutting Edge Measurement Technology: The PROMIS Initiative 
  Christopher B. Forrest, MD, PhD 
 
1:45 — 
2:10 p.m.     Break / Dessert   
 
2:10 — 
3:40 p.m.    Breakout Sessions (First author listed only. Please see abstract for a complete list of authors.) 
 
   Intersection of Mental & Physical Health 

 An Exploration of Executive Functioning Among Adolescents with Type 1 
Diabetes Mellitus 

Christopher Fitzgerald, MS 

 Behavior Therapy for Children with Tourette Syndrome 
Douglas Woods, PhD 

 Co-parenting Counseling with Pregnant/Parenting Adolescents and Young 
Fathers: Clinical Research Findings 

Paul Florsheim, PhD 
 
  Acute Healthcare Settings 

 Autism Spectrum Disorders: Patient and Hospital Staff Experiences During Acute 
Care Hospital Visits 

Norah Johnson, PhD, RN, CPNP & Dana Rodriguez MSN, RN, CPNP 

 In My Own Words: Taking My Child Home From the Hospital After Transplant 
Stacee Lerret, PhD, RN, CPNP 

  Health-Related Quality of Life in Pediatric Minor Injury 
Molly Stevens, MD, MSCE 

 
  Quality of Life   

 Impact of Maternal and Family Functioning on Health-Related Quality of Life in 
Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

Amitha Gumidyala, MS 

 Associations Between Fathers’ Health-Related Quality of Life and Functioning of 
Children Dealing With Chronic Pain 

Gustavo Medrano, MS 

 Through the Eyes of Parents: Respite Care of Children With Special Health Care 
Needs 

Kim Whitmore, MSN, RN, CPN 

3:40 — 
3:50 p.m.      Closing Comments and Evaluation 
 



 

 

Poster Abstracts* 
 

Samina Ahmed, BA Youth and Paternal Involvement Patterns in 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Case: A Longitudinal 
Investigation  

Lauren Benjamin The Association Between Pain and School 
Functioning Among Adolescents with Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease 

Lisa Burks, BA Impact of Psychiatric Disorders on Inpatient 
Healthcare Utilization in Sickle Cell Disease 

Emily Erdmann Impulsivity in Children With NF-1: Comparison to 
Typically Developing Children 

Tiffany Feller Demographic Predictors or Readiness to Adopt Self 
Management Approaches in Children With Chronic 
Pain  

Andrea Guastello, BA Nurses’ Method of Learning and Decision Making 
Practices: Are They Related to Perceived Barriers to 
Pediatric Pain Management? 

Jeffrey Karst, MS An Examination of Parenting Stress in Two Pediatric 
Populations 

Jaclyn Murphy Autonomy When Administering Pain Alleviation 
Techniques Increases as Age Increases  

Cheryl Petersen, RN, BSN, CPHON Ethical Dilemmas in Pediatric End of Life Care 

Michele Polfuss, PhD, RN, CPNP-AC/PC Measuring Body Composition in Children With Spina 
Bifida: A Pilot Study  

Riko Sano, BSN, RN, PHN The Relationship of Family Variables to 
Development Competencies in Adolescents and 
Young Adults in Spina Bifida  

Michael Schuett Parent and Teacher Reported Executive Functioning 
in Young Children With NF-1 

Kaila Stephens Knowledge: A Key to Supplement Adherence in 
Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease 

Susan Tran, MS Parent Intended Participation and Attitudes Toward 
Opt-In and Opt-Out Recruitment Methods  

Kelsey Weinberger, BA The Role of Childhood ADHD and Epilepsy on 
Maternal Parenting Stress  

 
 

* First author listed only. Please see abstract for a complete list of authors.  
 
 

Click here to download available paper abstracts.  
Click here to download available poster abstracts.  

 

http://www.maxishare.com/included/docs/conferences/CRI_2012/pediatric_behavioral_health_2012_abstracts.php
http://www.maxishare.com/included/docs/conferences/CRI_2012/1202_cri_poster_abstracts.pdf


 

 

AMA Credit Designation Statement: 
The Medical College of Wisconsin designates this Live Activity a maximum of 6.25 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 
 
ACCME Accreditation Statement: 
The Medical College of Wisconsin is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education to provide continuing medical education to physicians.  
 
Psychology CE Credit Statement 
The Medical College of Wisconsin is approved by the American Psychological Association to  
sponsor continuing education for psychologists. The Medical College of Wisconsin maintains 
responsibility for this program and its content. 
 
Nursing Contact Hours 
Children’s Hospital and Health System is an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the 
Wisconsin Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.  
 
Nurses who successfully complete this activity and the poster session will receive 6.0 contact hours. 
 
Social Work Contact Hours 
Children’s Hospital and Health System, provider #1021, is approved as a provider for continuing 
education by The Association of Social Work Boards, 400 S Ridge Parkway, Suite B, Culpeper, VA 
22701, www.aswb.org. ASWB Approval Period: 1-29-10 through 1-29-13. Social workers will receive 
6.3 continuing education clock hours by participating in this course.  
 
Social workers must complete and turn in an evaluation form in order to complete this course.  
 
This conference is appropriate for social workers at the intermediate and advanced practice levels.  
 
Resolution of grievances will be handled by the Social Work Continuing Education Committee.  Please 
contact Educational Services at (414) 266-2209.  
 
Hotel Information 
The conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel – 10499 Innovation Drive, Wauwatosa, WI. 
 
ADA Statement 
Children’s Hospital and Health System fully intends to comply with the legal requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  If any participant is in need of accommodation or has any other 
concerns, please call (414) 266-2209. 
 
Registration 
Online registration only.  Please click here to complete your registration.  General registration $50, 
Poster presenter $50, First paper presenter no-charge, Second paper presenter $50, Student $35 
 
Refund Policy 
A refund minus a $15 processing fee will be issued for any cancellations. Sorry, there will be no 
refunds for cancellations received after the conference begins or for no shows. 
 
Planning Committee 
Tera Bartelt, MS, PCNS-BC; Keri Hainsworth, PhD; Astrida Kaugars , PhD; Marlene Melzer-Lange, 
MD; Josh Mersky, PhD; Alice Robey; Kathy Sawin, PhD, CPNP-PC, FAAN; Alan Silverman, PhD; 
Joan Totka, MSN, RN; Bonnie Klein-Tasman, PhD; Emily Widen, BA; Lisa Giallanza, BBA 
 

http://www.aswb.org/
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/wauwatosa/mkemr/hoteldetail
http://www.maxishare.com/conferences_and_training/#cri

